A Good Conscience in All Things
Hebrews 13:18

Intro: Conscience: A person's inner awareness of conforming to the will of God or departing from it, resulting in either a sense of approval or condemnation. It is important to note, however, the conscience is not the ultimate standard of moral goodness, but the Word of God is (I  Cor. 4:4 “I know nothing by myself...”). The conscience must be formed by the will of God. The law given to Israel was inscribed on the hearts of believers; so the conscience is able to discern God's judgment against sin and approval in faith. It is not of our own direction or sense of morality that a profitable conscience is formed. To have a “good conscience in all things” that conscience must be formed by the laws, precepts, and directions of God’s Word.

The conscience of carnal man is inherently evil. It is naturally formed by the fleshly desires of self preservation and vain glory. In order for this depraved conscious to accept the law of God as its standard it must be cleansed by the work of Jesus Christ. When it is, it no longer seeks its own, nor does it develop systems of morality that defy God. The flesh will attempt to rise up against this new nature, however; therefore, believers are to work to maintain pure consciences.

So, this law if find to be true of the Christian: When a man does what he knows to be in harmony with the law and the Spirit of God his conscience if good, pure, and void of offense. When a man does that which is evil, his conscience becomes defiled as it is stained by evil deeds. So to have a clean conscience, a cleansed believer should walk clean from the sins of the flesh. What we should all seek for is what Paul declared, “A good conscience in all things.” We should live so as to have a good conscience toward:

I. Mankind: Hebrews 13:1-3

A. Toward the Saints: v. 1

B. Toward the Stranger: v. 2

C. Toward the Suffering: v. 3

II. Your Marriage: Hebrews 13:4, Remember:

A. The Vows You Shared

B. The Vices of Satan

C. The Vengeance of the Sovereign (God will judge)

III. Materialism: Hebrews 13:5

A. The Sin of Covetousness

1. Separates from the family: the jealousy causes the divide

2. Separate from your friends: jealousy causes the divide

3. Separates from the fellowship of the church

B. Satisfaction in Christ: To have a “good conscience” One must be satisfied with Jesus.

1. His abiding precense: v. 5c

2. His abundant provisions: v. 5b, you can be content with them; they’re sufficient

3. His almighty power: v. 6

IV. Your Minister: Hebrews 13:7

A. His Authority: v. 7a & 17 “Rule over you”

B. His Accomplishments: I Cor 9:10-14, His accomplishments are not measured in numbers of 
converts, baptisms, meetings, marriages, or silver and gold. They are measured in the fruit in the 
testimony of the saints given to his care.

C. His Accommodations: I Cor 9:16-19, The Gospel is not for sale, but every church that takes care of 
their preacher will be blessed

D. His Accounting: v. 17 “They must give account.”

V. Master: Hebrews 13:8

A. Because he is our Savior: v. 12-13, He suffered outside the camp to save us, and if we are to have a 
“good conscience” before him, we must be willing to pay the price to live for him.

B. Because he is our Shepherd: v. 20-21, His daily care for us deserves a good conscience in all things 
toward him

C. Because he is our soon coming King: I John 2:28 “Abide in him that when he shall appear we may 
have confidence and not be ashamed before him at his coming.”

Conclusion: We are living in a day when people are living with heavy hearts because of a guilty conscience, and some have lived with a filthy conscience so long that it does not even bother them any more (I Tim 4:1-2). May God make us tenderhearted that he may deal with his Spirit on our conscience to keep us living in a way that we are not ashamed to meet him!

