A Message In The Miracle At The Marriage

John 2:1-11

Intro: This is the record of the visit of our Lord to a marriage in Cana of Galilee. He was but a guest there, but as we find throughout his ministry, he was quite a special guest! It is at this wedding that he performs his first miracle… turning water to wine. Now, before I get into the message, let me deal with the wine. Our Lord does not promote strong drink! Three are eleven Hebrew words translated “wine” in the Bible and two Greek words. Anytime it is used in the negative, it is fermented, intoxicating wine. When it is used in the positive, it speaks simply of the “fruit of the vine” as is in juice or jelly (Numbers 6:3 illustrates the distinction, “He shall separate himself from wine and strong drink, and shall drink no vinegar of wine, or vinegar of strong drink, neither shall he drink any liquor of grapes, nor eat moist grapes, or dried (raisins).” Notice there was wine & strong drink. The Nazarite was to separate himself from everything from the vine… even vinegar (used with their bread commonly), grapes, and raisins!) Jesus did not make for these people an intoxicating drink, but the word wine is a drink of the vine with effervescence.

There are four things to note in this passage:

1. A Marriage: Christ honors it. Man has perverted it with fornication (shacking up), divorce, and homosexuality.

2. A Miracle: he turned water to wine (whatever you think about the wine, that’s a miracle!) He still does miracles today… When you look at me you see one!

3. A Manifestation Of Glory: v.11, He will give them as needed!

4. A Message: There is an application to my life!

There is a MESSAGE IN THE MIRACLE AT THE MARRIAGE:

I. MESSAGE IN THE WATERPOTS ABOUT SALVATION: They were:
A. SIX: v. 6, # of man. This shows humanity fallen and lost. These pots were “after the manner of purifying.” These were the pots that they would wash in. They ceremoniously washed their hands and their dishes over and over. These pots contained 27 gallons of water apiece- it takes a large crowd to need six pots of 27 gallons! There is nothing attractive about them. They demonstrate man’s religious efforts to cleanse himself.

B. SET: v.6, Before the Master. Just waterpots… what would he do with them? Here you are before the Master. Just an old sinner… what will he do with you?

C. STONE: v. 6, Jesus turned the water into wine, but the change was in the contents of the pots. The pots were stone… they did not change! The stone pots were the same before and after, but a pot of wine is worth far more than a pot of water! The redeemed are the same old cracked pots, but we have some new contents! There is something new inside of us! We no longer hold the dirty dishwater and filthy wash water that we once did! In us is the wine of the joy of the Holy Ghost!

II. MESSAGE IN THE WOMAN ABOUT SERVICE: v. 3-4, he called her woman, not mother. Servants are servants. Even his mother was a servant. We will not get so close to him that we are no longer servants!
A. THE PLACE OF A SERVANT: v. 5, Do what he says! Don’t do it because it makes sense but because he said so! The greatest thing ever said to you is, “DO IT.” The greatest thing ever said about you is, “HE DID IT.”

B. THE PRIVELEDGE OF A SERVANT: to be a part of the work of the Lord. 

III. MESSAGE IN THE WINE ABOUT THE SAVIOR: v. 8-9, They took the wine to the master of the wedding, but he did not know where it came from. He only knew it was great! Had he known about the dirty dishwater, washwater that it came from, he would not have drunk it. If the world knew everything about us, they would not listen to anything we ever had to say! I am glad:
A. HE DOES NOT TELL IT ALL: He never disclosed to the rest of the guests where the wine came from. He only let them admire the end results of his work!

B. HE SAVES THE BEST FOR LAST: for the child of God there is a payday in the end. The devil’s days get worse, but with Jesus it gets sweeter as the days go by!

Conclusion: If you have never been changed from the dirty water of your own works, today is the day to get filled with new wine.

