Living the Hard Life

Matthew 11:28-30
Intro: In this familiar passage our Lord Jesus instructs us about the rest and comfort that there is in the Lord Jesus Christ. We are reminded that life with Jesus is not a life without burdens, but his burden is light. It is not a life without troubles, but it is a life with a companion. It is not a life without restraint or labor, but it is a life with a partner in the yoke with us. Living for God and following Christ is not the easy life, but living without God is the hard life! Human beings were created for fellowship with God, and anything short of what we were made for will leave us missing an essential element in life. Go your own way, live your own life, do what seems right unto the natural man, but if you do, you will be living the hard life. My dad used to always say to me as a young man, “Hard heads make sore places.” Don’t be a stubborn or foolish person. Put your confidence in the Lord! I am preaching today on “Living The Hard Life.”
I. It Is A Life without Conversion: Without God a man is in bondage. The unconverted sinner is living as a slave to sin and to the world. It is like the children of Israel in Egypt. Ex 1:13 “And the Egyptians made the children of Israel to serve with rigour: And they made their lives bitter with hard bondage, in morter, and in brick, and in all manner of service in the field: all their service, wherein they made them serve, was with rigour.” Deut 26:6 “And the Egyptians evil entreated us, and afflicted us, and laid upon us hard bondage:” It Is The Life Of A Transgressor: Life without conversion is the life of disobedience to the will of God. II Peter 3:9 he is “not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.” When you know you are not saved, but you keep living in your lost condition, you are living in direct transgression of God’s Word. Prov 13:15 “Good understanding giveth favour: but the way of transgressors is hard.” TRANSGRESSOR: to act treacherously, deceitfully, deal treacherously. Is 57:20 “But the wicked are like the troubled sea, when it cannot rest, whose waters cast up mire and dirt. There is no peace, saith my God, to the wicked.” Many refuse to become a Christian because “it’s hard”. They are turned off by phrases like “take up thy cross and follow me”. They are scared of the persecution, the affliction, the suffering that a Christian may have to endure. They would choose rather to live a life of fighting God. Acts 9:5 “And he said, Who art thou, Lord? And the Lord said, I am Jesus whom thou persecutest: it is hard for thee to kick against the pricks.” 
II. It Is A Life with Counsel: Refusing to take advantage of godly counsel is a sure way to live a hard, difficult life. God has placed people in your life to help you make right choices and decisions; to ignore that is unwise. Prov 11:14 “Where no counsel is, the people fall: but in the multitude of counsellors there is safety.” Prov 29:1 “He, that being often reproved hardeneth his neck, shall suddenly be destroyed, and that without remedy.” It makes me think about the Prodigal Son. I wonder how many times his father tried to instruct him about his life, how to live right, how to respect authority, and how to appreciate his blessings, but he refused this counsel. He rebelled against his parents, and he went on his own way. He found out in the hog pen that he had chosen to live the hard life!
III. It Is A Life without Compliance: most of us don’t like the term compliance. We have a natural stubborn streak, a natural rebellion, a natural stiff neck. Compliance: the act or state of according with or meeting rules or standards. It seems like so many think that they can live a life without compliance but avoid trouble, but they have chosen to live the hard life. Jonah is the Biblical example that comes to mind. He ignored the Lord. He disobeyed the Lord. He refused the Lord. He went in the opposite direction. It would not and could not work! He, and all the men on board that ship, tried to make this course work, but it was too hard! Jonah 1:13 “Nevertheless the men rowed hard to bring it to the land; but they could not: for the sea wrought, and was tempestuous against them.” It wasn’t just hard for him – he created a hard life for everybody around him! Oh, it would have been so much better had he obeyed God in the beginning!
Conclusion: If you will get some relief today, get out of the life of the transgressor. Trust Jesus with your life. If you have never obeyed God in salvation, you need to repent right away and trust Jesus. If you are rebelling against God’s purpose in your life, today is the time to get in line with his plan. Don’t ignore this counsel. Don’t go the road of a rebel. Don’t live the hard life!
